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1 . Name 

historic 

and/or common Loft His tor ic D i s t r i c t North 

2. Location 

street & number Paca, Redwood, Eutaw, and Lombard Stree t s n_a_ not for publication 

city, town Baltimore n_/a vicinity of congressional district Seventh 

state Maryland code ^ county independent c i t y code 
510 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
X district public X . occupied agriculture museum 

building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious 
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted X industrial transportation 
X not appl icable no military _X_other;residenew 

4. Owner of Property 

name See Continuation Sheet No. 1 

street & number 

city, town vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Baltimore Citv Courthouse 

street & number 100 North Calvert Street 

city, towri Baltimore state Maryland 21202 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Maryland His tor ica l Trust 

'•le Hi s tor i c S i t e s Inventory has this property been determined elegible? yes -X_ no 

date 1984 federal state • _ county local 

Maryland His tor ica l Trust, 21 State Circ le 
depository for survey records 

city, town state Maryland 21401 
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OWNERS OF PROPERTY; 

David and Annie Abrams Real ty Corpora t ion (Abell Building) 
335 West Balt imore S t r e e t 
Bal t imore , Maryland 21201 

16-20 S. Eutaw Company 
c/p Dr. F renk i l 
1620 South Eutaw S t r e e t 
Bal t imore , Maryland 21201 

Paca-Redwood Limited P a r t n e r s h i p (409-21 W. Redwood) 
c/o Ms. Sandy Campbell 
655 W. Bal t imore S t r e e t , Room 14-011 
Bal t imore , Maryland 21201 

Mrs. Murray Si lverman, e t a l . (422-24 W. Redwood) 
P. 0 . Box 566 
Laurel, Maryland 20707 

Mr. Mendel Friedman (Harbor Lofts) 
19 N. Central 
Baltimore, Maryland 21202 

Class i c Building Corporat ion (C la s s i c and Marlboro - St rouse Bu i ld ings ) 
1100 Court Square Building 
Ba l t imore , Maryland 21201 

Mr. I r v i n Schaffer 
405-07 W. Redwood S t r e e t 
Bal t imore , Maryland 21201 

Holabird Management Company 
c/o Mr. Frank Sca r f i e ld 
6610 Holabird Avenue 
Bal t imore , Maryland 21224 



7. Description B-4093 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered 5 original site 

X. good ruins X altered moved date n ' a 

fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 
Number of Resources 
Contributing Noncontributing Number of previously l i s t e d 

12 0 buildings National Register propert ies 
0 0 s i t e s included in th i s nomination: 3 
Q _ __0 s t ructures (Heiser, Rosenfeld, & Strauss Buildings) 
° - —° objects I n n e r H a r b o r L o f t s x 

12 0 Tota l 32-42 South Paca S t r e e t 
Entered: 10 March 1980 

Or ig ina l and h i s t o r i c func t ions -
and u s e s : i n d u s t r i a l 

DESCRIPTION SUMMARY: 

The Loft H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t North inc ludes twelve l a r g e b r i c k l o f t 
manufacturing b u i l d i n g s c e n t e r i n g on Paca, Redwood and Eutaw S t r e e t s near t h e 
U n i v e r s i t y of Maryland campus in downtown Ba l t imore . I t i s one of two 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s of l o f t b u i l d i n g s in t h e c i t y . Most of t h e b u i l d i n g s a r e s t i l l 
used for manufacturing purposes a l though a few have been converted i n t o l o f t 
apar tments or o f f i c e s . These l a t e n i n e t e e n t h to e a r l y twen t i e th century 
v e r t i c a l manufac tur ies a re s t y l i s t i c a l l y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Romanesque, 
V i c t o r i a n and e a r l y modern i n d u s t r i a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e s i g n . Al l of the b u i l d i n g s 
a r e from f i v e t o seven s t o r i e s in h e i g h t . They f e a t u r e a v a r i e t y of a r c h i ­
t e c t u r a l d e t a i l s inc luding d e c o r a t i v e b r i c k work; rough s tone archways, s i l l s 
and l i n t e l s ; t e r r a c o t t a d e c o r a t i o n ; square and round b r i c k p i l a s t e r s ; c a s t 
i r o n s t o r e f r o n t s and roof top water t a n k s . Only minor a l t e r a t i o n s have taken 
p l a c e t o t h e b u i l d i n g s , and t h e r e i s a h igh degree of i n t e g r i t y wi th in t h e a r e a . 
This i s t h e l a r g e s t c o n c e n t r a t i o n of l o f t type s t r u c t u r e s in downtown Ba l t imore 
a l though some i n d i v i d u a l b u i l d i n g s and small g roupings of t h i s type s u r v i v e 
i n the surrounding a r e a which i s p r i m a r i l y c h a r a c t e r i z e d by Un ive r s i t y of 
Maryland b u i l d i n g s , smal ler commercial s t r u c t u r e s and new c o n s t r u c t i o n . A l l 
of the b u i l d i n g s w i th in t h e d i s t r i c t boundar ies c o n t r i b u t e to the c h a r a c t e r 
of t h e h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t . 

3 For General Description, see Continuation Sheet No. 2. 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

The i r r e g u l a r l y bounded Loft H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t North a r e a i s l oca t ed along 
a s t r i c t g r id s t r e e t p a t t e r n in the v i c i n i t y of t h e Un ive r s i t y of Maryland 
downtown campus, t h e Bal t imore Civic Center , t h e R e t a i l D i s t r i c t or Market Center 
and the newly developing h o t e l row. The b u i l d i n g s a r e c h a r a c t e r i z e d by massive 
b r i c k f acades , f i v e to seven s t o r i e s in he igh t . They 
range s t y l i s t i c a l l y from t h e h igh ly V ic to r i an i zed Abell b u i l d i n g to t h e s t rong 
Romanesque s t y l e of t h e S t rouse bu i ld ing to the mul t i -paned e a r l y modern f a c t o r y 
des ign of the Marlboro b u i l d i n g . The fol lowing i s a d e s c r i p t i o n of the i n d i v i d u a l 
bu i ld ings t h a t make up t h e d i s t r i c t , s t a r t i n g a t t h e southwestern corner and 
t r a v e l i n g to t h e n o r t h e a s t . 

The Inner Harbor Loft apar tments a t 32-42 South Paca S t r e e t a r e a c t u a l l y 
t h r e e s epa ra t e b u i l d i n g s t h a t have been jo ined toge the r . The 
southernmost b u i l d i n g known as the S t r a u s s Building i s a s i x s t o r y h igh , s i x 
bay wide, e leven bay deep corner double V ic to r i an warehouse (photograph # 4 ) . 
The f i r s t f l oo r i s a composit ion of a c a s t i ron s t o r e f r o n t wi th b r i c k and white 
s tone p i l a s t e r s . Br ick p i l a s t e r s , s tone band c o u r s e s , t e r r a c o t t a i n s e r t s , and 
ornamental b r i c k work d e c o r a t e the facade t h a t i s punctuated by one over one 
arched and segmenta l ly arched windows. The ad jo in ing s i x s t o r y h igh , f i v e bay 
wide Rosenfel t Bui ld ing i s a Beaux-Arts i n s p i r e d , b r i ck r u s t i c a t e d des ign . 

The l a r g e , grouped windows p rov ide a more modern appearance 
than the ad jo in ing s t r u c t u r e s . The squared off roof pa rape t r e p l a c e s t h e o r i g i n a l 
pedimented roof l i n e . The northernmost b u i l d i n g , known as t h e Heiser Bui ld ing , 
i s a l so s ix s t o r i e s in he igh t . This b r i c k , s t o n e and i ron double 
warehouse i s e i g h t bays wide and four t een bays deep . I t f e a t u r e s a l a r g e s t o r e ­
f ron t a r ea ; t r i p l e engaged columns of molded b r i c k ; rough s t one l i n t e l s ; arched 
windows on the s i x t h f l o o r ; and a s tone d e n t i l l e d c o r n i c e . Ea r ly wall pa in ted 
adver t i sements a r e l o c a t e d a t t he no r the rn corner of the b u i l d i n g . The t o t a l 
t h r e e bui ld ing grouping has been cleaned on the e x t e r i o r and conver ted on t h e 
i n t e r i o r for i t s new u s e a s l o f t apa r tmen t s . 

.; The S t rouse Bui ld ing a t 414-418 West Lombard S t r e e t i s a s i x s t o r y h igh , 
s i x bay wide and fou r t een bay deep i n d u s t r i a l bu i ld ing f e a t u r i n g Richardsonian 
Romanesque s t y l i n g . I t i s b u i l t of b r i c k , molded b r i c k , brown 
and red sandstone and t e r r a c o t t a . Large , two s t o r y high archways a t t h e base 
a r e surmounted by molded b r i c k t r i p l e columns and arched r e c e s s i o n s on t h e 
upper f l o o r s . This s t rong s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d des ign i s h igh ly a r t i c u l a t e d by t h e 
brickwork around t h e a r c h e s , arcaded upper f l o o r de s ign , bands of s tone work 
on t h e f i r s t f l o o r , mass ive r i v e t e d i ron l i n t e l s wi th r o s s e t t s a t t h e f i r s t 
f l oo r l i n t e l s , and meta l bracketed c o r n i c e . 

See Cont inuat ion Sheet No. 3 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION (cont inued) 

The adjo in ing Marlboro Bui ld ing a t 410-412 West Lombard S t r e e t i s an 
a d d i t i o n to t h e St rouse bu i ld ing t h a t r e t a i n s i t s s i z e , massing and r o o f l i n e 
in a more modern i s t i c des ign . The l a r g e mul t i -pane windows punc tua te s imple 
b r i c k bui ld ing w a l l s t h a t a r e p r i m a r i l y decora ted by diagonal brickwork and 
rounded s tone de s igns between t h e f l o o r l e v e l s a t t he c e n t r a l windows. The f i r s t 

.,." f l o o r of the bu i ld ing has a s tone v e n e e r . A l a r g e water tank extends above t h e 
roof l i n e a t t he sou theas t corner of t h e b u i l d i n g . 

The Brigham Hopkins Building a t 413-421 West Redwood S t r e e t i s a s i x s t o r y 
h igh ten bay wide and eleven bay deep Romanesque b r i c k manufactory j u s t n o r t h of 
t h e Strouse b u i l d i n g . I t f e a t u r e s a rough s tone water 
t a b l e and arch surround on the f i r s t f l o o r ; t e r r a c o t t a d e c o r a t i o n s a t t h e a r c h e s 
of windows and pane l s between f loo r l e v e l s ; s tone band courses"; and a h i g h l y 
d e c o r a t i v e f ron t entranceway. Narrow, arched windows f lanking t h e e n t r a n c e a r e 
s ty l ed with small window panes. This massive s t r u c t u r e with f i n e and d e l i c a t e 
t e r r a c o t t a d e t a i l i n g r e t a i n s one of t h e few o r i g i n a l b r i ck s idewalks in down­
town Balt imore along the Paca S t r e e t s i d e . 

The Chesapeake S h i r t Building a t 409-411 West Redwood S t r e e t i s a s i x 
s t o r y h igh , f i v e bay wide b r i ck b u i l d i n g which f e a t u r e s some V i c t o r i a n br ickwork 
and des ign e l e m e n t s . The i n t e r i o r of t h i s bu i ld ing has been 
combined with t h e ad jo in ing Brigham Hopkins Bu i ld ing . The e x t e r i o r d e c o r a t i o n 
on t h i s s t r u c t u r e i n c l u d e s a f i r s t f l o o r s t o r e f r o n t wi th a h igh ly d e c o r a t i v e 
c o l o n e t t e d i v i d i n g t h e s t o r e f r o n t window; a s l i g h t l y bowed o r i e l a t t h e second 
f l o o r l e v e l , molded b r i c k work in t h e basket weave p a t t e r n , arched windows and 
pyramidal p innac l e s wi th b a l l f i n i a l s a t t he r o o f l i n e . Although not a s mass ive 
a s some of the o t h e r Loft b u i l d i n g s , t h i s bu i ld ing has a h igh ly d e t a i l e d facade 
and i s an important s t r e e t s c a p e element on Redwood S t r e e t . 

The Schaeffer Bui ld ing , h i s t o r i c a l l y known as t h e Keidel Bui ld ing , i s a 
s i x s t o r y h igh , t h r e e bay wide b r i c k Romanesque des ign . This 
i s t h e only facade i n the d i s t r i c t t h a t has been p a i n t e d . The f i r s t f l o o r which 
has been a l t e r e d wi th g l a s s block i n c l u d e s a small s l i g h t l y bowed one s t o r y 
o f f i c e space. The bu i ld ing f e a t u r e s long b r i ck p i l a s t e r s , wood pane l s a t f l o o r 
l e v e l s , arched windows on the s i x t h f l o o r with g ro te sques between a r c h e s , 
c o r b e l l e d b r i c k work and a p r o j e c t i n g , simple meta l c o r n i c e . 

D i r e c t l y a c r o s s t h e s t r e e t a t 412-420 West Redwood i s t he f i v e s t o r y h i g h , 
f i v e bay wide Tyler Bakery Bu i ld ing . This b r i c k b u i l d i n g w i th 
t r i p a r t i t e windows s e t i n to l a r g e segmental a rches accentuated by s tone keys tones 
has a more a i r y e a r l y modern des ign than most of the l o f t bu i l d ings in t h e 

•

d i s t r i c t . Smaller f i f t h f loo r windows and a bracketed metal co rn ice cap •• t h e 
f a c a d e . Large water s to rage t anks a r e l oca t ed above t h e r o o f l i n e . 

See Cont inuat ion Sheet No. 4 
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION (cont inued) 

The adjo in ing bu i ld ing a t t h e n o r t h e a s t corner of Redwood and Paca S t r e e t s , 
422-424 West Redwood S t r e e t , i s a f i v e s t o r y h igh , s ix bay wide and four bay-
deep b r i ck l o f t t h a t has been r e n o v a t e d . The bu i ld ing has 
l i t t l e ornamenta t ion except rough s tone s i l l s and a d e n t i l l e d c o r n i c e . New 
windows which a r e not very sympathet ic to the o r i g i n a l des ign have been added, 
but t h i s a l t e r a t i o n has not i r r e p a r a b l y damaged t h e i n t e g r i t y of t h e b u i l d i n g . 

The C la s s i c Building a t 10-14 South Eutaw S t r e e t , the sou theas t corner of 
Ewtaw and Redwood S t r e e t s , a d j o i n s t h e Keidel Building . I t i s 
seven s t o r i e s h igh , f i v e bays wide and seven bays deep . Above a g l a s s and wood 
s t o r e f r o n t a r e a , b r i c k p i l a s t e r s ending in f l a t Ion ic c a p i t a l s suppost a t h i n 
molding and s tone c o r n i c e . Segmentally arched one over one windows and arched 
windows on t h e seventh f l o o r punc tua te t h e b u i l d i n g w a l l s . 

The Hamburger Bro the r s Building a t 16-20 South Eutaw S t r e e t ad jo in ing t h e 
C la s s i c Bui ld ing , has been a l t e r e d with a br icked up s t o r e f r o n t . 
This f i ve s t o r y h igh n ine bay wide and t h i r t e e n bay deep Roman b r i c k bu i ld ing 
wi th brownstone t r im f e a t u r e s long b r i c k p i l a s t e r s , brownstone c a p i t a l s d e p i c t i n g 
lea f and gro tesque des igns and fanned b r i ck l i n t e l s . Al l of the windows a r e 
one over one and t h e f i f t h f l oo r windows a r e a r c h e d . The co rn i ce a r e a and 
parapet have been a l t e r e d . 

The Abell Bu i ld ing , 329-335 West Bal t imore S t r e e t i s ca t e r co rne red from t h e 
C la s s i c Bu i ld ing . Front ing on Eutaw S t r e e t , the b u i l d i n g i s 
s i x bays deep . The h igh ly o r n a t e facade f e a t u r e s an e l a b o r a t e ca s t i r o n s t o r e ­
f r o n t , marble t r i m , and t e r r a c o t t a molding. A pedimented c e n t r a l s e c t i o n of 
t h e bu i ld ing f lanked by vau l t ed domes on drums and def ined by l a r g e b r i c k 
p i l a s t e r s d i s p l a y s a l a r g e arched window a rea on t h e f i f t h f loo r wi th Cor in th i an 
columns, o r n a t e brickwork and i nc i s ed s tone d e s i g n s . The e n t i r e f i f t h l e v e l has 
s tone and b r i c k a r cad ing . Above the Immense c o r b e l l e d co rn ice i s a s i x t h l e v e l 
t h a t may have been added and a l a r g e water t ank . This i s t he most l a v i s h l y 
decora ted of a l l t h e facades in t h e l o f t d i s t r i c t . 

* • . * 

Most of t h e b u i l d i n g s in t h e d i s t r i c t a r e cons t ruc t ed wi th b r i c k w a l l s and 
wood or s t e e l columns and beams. A few of the b u i l d i n g s , such as t h e Rosenfeld 
Building have r e in fo rced c o n c r e t e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

The e x t e r i o r cond i t i on of the b u i l d i n g s i s g e n e r a l l y good. Most of t h e 
a l t e r a t i o n s a r e to s t o r e f r o n t a r e a s . Important a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e t a i l s have been 
main ta ined . The d i s t r i c t was t i g h t l y confined to t ake in the l a r g e b r i c k l o f t 
type b u i l d i n g s , t h e r e f o r e t h e r e a r e no i n t r u s i o n s or vacant l o t s w i t h i n t h e 
d i s t r i c t . 



8. Significance B-4093 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 agriculture economics — _ literature sculpture 
1600-1699 _X_ architecture education military social/ 
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 

_X_ 1800-1899 _X_ commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
J L l 9 0 0 - communications - J L industry politics/government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates c . 1875-1915 Builder/Architect George F r e d e r i c k , Char les Carson, e t c . 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) App l i cab le C r i t e r i a : A. B, C 
Appl icable Excep t ions : none 

S ign i f i cance Evalua ted : l o c a l 

SIGNIFICANCE SUMMARY: 

The Loft H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t North a rea i s a r c h i t e c t u a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s 
e x c e l l e n t , m a s s i v e , b r i c k v e r t i c a l manufac tor ies which d a t e from 1870-1915 and 
r e p r e s e n t t h e f i n e s t c o l l e c t i o n of l a r g e V i c t o r i a n , Romanesque and e a r l y modern 
i n d u s t r i a l d e s i g n in Ba l t imore . They a r e t h e works of important l o c a l a r c h i t e c t s 
inc lud ing George F rede r i ck , Parker & Thomas, Char les L. Carson and Char les 
C a s s e l l . The b u i l d i n g s a r e noteworthy as l o c a l a d a p t a t i o n s of i n d u s t r i a l de s igns 
i n o the r American c i t i e s by such noteworthy n a t i o n a l l y important a r c h i t e c t s as 
H. H. Richardson . Many have f i n e a r c h i t e c t u r a l f e a t u r e s such as c a s t i r o n 
s t o r e f r o n t s t h a t a r e among t h e bes t examples of t h i s bu i ld ing element in 
Bal t imore C i t y . H i s t o r i c a l l y , t h i s area housed some of B a l t i m o r e ' s l ead ing 
i n d u s t r i a l f i r m s , e s p e c i a l l y c lo th ing m a n u f a c t u r e r s . At t h e t u r n of t h e 
c e n t u r y , Ba l t imore was a n a t i o n a l l eade r in t h e manufacture of r eady- to -wear 

x lo tb .es wi th t h e major i n d u s t r y in the m e t r o p o l i t a n d i s t r i c t being c l o t h i n g . 
The c i t y was a l s o a l e ade r in the country in bo th the amount and f a c t o r y va lue 
of the p roduc t ion of s t raw h a t s . The d i s t r i c t t a k e s in some of the 
most n o t a b l e f i rms of the l a t e n i n e t e e n t h cen tu ry Ba l t imore 
i n d u s t r y i n c l u d i n g E. Rosenfeld & Company, Hamburger B r o t h e r s , Brigham Hopkins 
Company, S t r a u s s Bro thers and M. S. Levy & Sons . The d i s t r i c t i s a l s o a s s o c i a t e d 
wi th the impor tan t people who owned and ran t h e s e companies. These i n d i v i d u a l s 
were among B a l t i m o r e ' s b u s i n e s s , c i v i c and s o c i a l l e a d e r s t h a t helped gu ide 
t h e C i t y ' s development in t h e l a t e n i n e t e e n t h and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s . 

.. . 

For H i s t o r y and Support ing Documentation, see Con t inua t ion Sheet No. 5 . 
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HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

As Bal t imore C i ty grew i n t o a major me t ropo l i t an a rea in t h e l a t e n i n e t e e n t h 
cen tu ry , t he s t r u c t u r e of i t s downtown a rea changed from a homogenous n a t u r e to 
a c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s d i s t r i c t wi th d i s t i n c t i v e c e n t e r s of f i n a n c e , government, 
r e t a i l i n g and i n d u s t r y . I n d u s t r i e s which were c l o s e l y r e l a t e d to shipping and 
major f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s g e n e r a l l y loca ted near t h e wa te r f ron t on t h e e a s t e r n 
por t ion of the downtown a r e a . A small government cen t e r grew up in t h e v i c i n i t y 
of t h e B a t t l e Monument and Ci ty H a l l . The major r e t a i l i n g and department s t o r e s 
loca ted near Lexington Market the major marketplace for t h e c i t y . Other i n d u s t r i e s , 
most no t ab ly t h e c l o t h i n g indus t ry loca ted j u s t west of t h e ha rbo r , but near t h e 
major r a i l r o a d t e rmina l in the c i t y . The g r e a t e s t c o n c e n t r a t i o n of per iod (1870-
1910) warehouses, v e r t i c a l manufac to r i e s , and commercial b u i l d i n g s i n the e n t i r e 
s t a t e a r e s t i l l ex t an t wi th in t h i s gene ra l a rea known as the Loft D i s t r i c t . i 

These b u i l d i n g s a r e v i t a l l y l inked to the' importance of Bal t imore as a 
major c l o t h i n g c e n t e r and to t h e f a c t t h a t t h e c l o t h i n g i n d u s t r y was t h e ch ie f 
manufacturing a c t i v i t y of t h i s c i t y in the l a t e n i n e t e e n t h and e a r l y twen t i e th . , 
c e n t u r i e s . Next to New York, Balt imore was the l a r g e s t c l o t h i n g manufacturer in 
the count ry . The proximity to the harbor a rea and p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e l o c a t i o n of 
t h e B & 0 Ra i l roads Camden S t a t i on Yards (1851) made t h e a r ea v a l u a b l e as a p l ace 
for manufactur ing, wi th d i s t r i b u t i o n and r ece iv ing t e r m i n a l s c l o s e a t hand. 

The e a r l y i n d u s t r i e s of t h i s a r ea f i r s t l oca t ed in smal le r s t r u c t u r e s t h a t 
were of ten a d d i t i o n s and a d a p t a t i o n s to previous rowhouses or small s t o r e f r o n t 
b u i l d i n g s . Although some l o f t type v e r t i c a l manufac tur ies were b u i l t i n t h e 1860s 
and 1870s to meet t h e needs of i n c r e a s i n g l y l a r g e r i n d u s t r i e s and t h e h igh v a l u e 
of downtown l a n d , t h e s e f i v e to s ix s t o r y high b u i l d i n g s were g e n e r a l l y narrow 
s t r u c t u r e s b u i l t on l o t s l e s s than 25 f ee t wide. Some were cons t ruc t ed wi th 
f a sh ionab le c a s t i r o n f acades . I t wasn ' t u n t i l t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e Abel l 
Building in t h e e a r l y 1870s t h a t t he l a t e r , mass ive , b r i c k i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g s 
which make up the c h a r a c t e r of t h e Loft H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t North area f i r s t 
appeared. 

The b u i l d i n g s w i th in t h i s d i s t r i c t a r e c h a r a c t e r i z e d by b r i c k c o n s t r u c t i o n 
(al though some have c a s t i r o n , s tone and t e r r a c o t t a d e t a i l s ) and b u i l d i n g s 
over f i v e s t o r i e s i n he igh t which were b u i l t on l a r g e l o t s , g e n e r a l l y over f i f t y 
f ee t wide. The huge s i z e of t h e s t r u c t u r e s i s i n d i c a t i v e of t h e growing s i z e 
of t h e i n d u s t r i e s t h a t b u i l t and occupied them, however some were b u i l t a s r e a l 
e s t a t e v e n t u r e s and not for a s p e c i f i c s i n g l e u s e . A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y t h e b u i l d i n g s 
were a d a p t a t i o n s of V i c t o r i a n and Romanesque s t y l e s fo r i n d u s t r i a l de s ign i n 
o the r c i t i e s . The S t rouse Building i s c l e a r l y based on H. H. R i c h a r d s o n ' s 
Marshal l F ie ld Warehouse in Chicago.. Other b u i l d i n g s such a s t h e Abel l Bui ld ing 
were the unique c r e a t i o n s of l o c a l a r c h i t e c t s and must be considered a s i n n o v a t i v e 
l o c a l d e s i g n s . 
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HISTORY AND SUPPORT (continued) 

The Abell Building was d e s i g n e d by George Frederick (1842-1924) the 
a rch i tec t of Baltimore's City Hall, and many important park buildings including 
the Patterson Park Pagoda. This building i s Freder ick 's f ines t indus t r i a l design 
and r e f l e c t s his c rea t ive use of cast i ron , Victorian design elements and stone 
d e t a i l i n g . 

Charles L. Carson, (1847-1891) was a p r o l i f i c Baltimore a rch i tec t in the 
l a t e nineteenth century. He designed the Equitable Building and the Central 
Savings Bank, among other noteworthy s t ruc tu re s . The Strouse Building i s one of 
his f i ne s t , surviving indus t r ia l designs. 

Other important a rch i t ec t s who designed buildings in the d i s t r i c t include 
Parker and Thomas, the designers of the Rosenfeld Building. They were the 
a rch i tec t s for the Belvedere Hotel, Savings Bank of Baltimore, B & 0 Building 
and Johns Hopkins Oilman Hall . Charles E. Casse l l , the a rch i tec t of the 
Stewart 's Department Store and the Greek Orthodox Church, designed the Classic 
Building. Joseph E. Sperry was the a rch i t ec t for the Marlboro Building. He i s 
bet ter known for h is designs for the Eutaw Place Temple, Provident Savings Bank 
and Bromo Seltzer Tower. 

The lof t buildings within th i s d i s t r i c t display a wealth of a rch i t ec tu ra l 
de ta i l ing that i s unrivaled in Baltimore for indus t r i a l a rch i t ec tu re . The cast 
iron storefront on the Abell Building which features Corinthian Columns, f luted 
p i l a s t e r s , and sunburst designs i s the f ines t s torefront of t h i s type in the 
c i t y . . I t was cast by the noted iron works, Ba r t l e t t & Robbins Company ( la te r 
known as Bar t le t t & Hayward). I t also r e t a i n s a small name p la te from t h i s 
company on the s torefront . Many of the buildings have note­
worthy t e r r a cot ta d e t a i l i n g . The Brigham Hopkins Building incorporates t e r r a 
cot ta paterae , ballflower and c i rcular motif to form panels and arches above 
windows. More fanciful designs f i l l in the arched windows on the side at the 
second floor l eve l . The brackets and spandrel area at the front entrance arch 
of t h i s building also incorporate t e r r a co t t a ornamentation. 

•* . Other noteworthy d e t a i l s on lo f t s t ruc tu res include: t r i p l e engaged 
columns on the Strouse and Heiser Buildings; excellent iron work on the la rge 
arched windows of the Strouse building, the th in column d e t a i l 
on the Chesapeake Shirt Building, basement iron g r i l l s on the 
Classic Building, and grotesques on the Keidel and Hamburger 
Brothers buildings. Many of the buildings r e t a in typical indus t r i a l features 
such as metal f i r e shut ters and water tanks. 

The degree of d e t a i l on these indus t r i a l buildings re f lec t an a rch i t ec tu ra l 
era where ornament and f ine craftsmanship were recognized even for factory s t r u c t u r e s . 
The richness and exuberance of d e t a i l s on these nineteenth century buildings in 
the d i s t r i c t can be contrasted with the twentieth century Marlboro Building which 

See Continuation Sheet No. 7 
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HISTORY AND SUPPORT (cont inued) 

inc ludes s imple and f l a t d e c o r a t i o n and i s t h e r e f o r e , of l e s s a r c h i t e c t u r a l i n t e r e s t . 
Taken as a whole , t h e s e twelve i n d u s t r i a l bu i l d ings produce a d i v e r s i t y of d e t a i l , 
s t y l e and ornament , ye t r e t a i n a conformity in m a t e r i a l s and s c a l e to produce t h e 
f i n e s t n i n e t e e n t h cen tury i n d u s t r i a l s t r e e t s c a p e s in Ba l t imore . 

Many of B a l t i m o r e ' s l a r g e s t garment i n d u s t r i e s as well a s o the r important 
i n d u s t r i a l u s e s occupied t h e b u i l d i n g s of the Loft H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t Nor th . 
E. Rosenfeld & Company which was e s t a b l i s h e d in 1882, once occupied a l l t h r e e of 
the bu i ld ings t h a t now make up t h e Inner Harbor Loft Apartments . I t s p e c i a l i z e d 
in n ight r o b e s and grew to such a degree t h a t branch o f f i c e s were opened in New 
York, San F r a n c i s c o , Saint Lou i s , Chicago and Boston. Hamburger Bro thers were 

• a prominent manufacturer of mens and boys c l o t h i n g . They employed over 800 
people and fu rn i shed c lo th ing throughout the United S t a t e s . The Brigham Hopkins 
Company manufactured h a t s . I t was not only one of t h e l ead ing hat manufac tu re r s 
in the c o u n t r y , but produced an important book on t h e h i s t o r y of hat manufactur ing 
in Bal t imore . Another hat manufac turer , M. S. Levy and Sons,produced s t raw h a t s 
t h a t were sold in the United S t a t e s and exported abroad . Around 300 people were 

f • employed t h e r e and over 1,600 dozen h a t s were produced every week. The S t r a u s s 
Brothers l a t e r occupied the M. S. Levy Building as impor te r s and j o b b e r s of dry 
goods. They sold dry goods throughout t h e south and southwes t . The Chesapeake 
Sh i r t Company was one of the bes t equipped white s h i r t f a c t o r i e s in the c o u n t r y . 
The company employed over 600 people and had the f i n e s t r e p u t a t i o n s for q u a l i t y 
in the c o u n t r y . 

Among t h e non^clo th ing i n d u s t r i e s in some of t h e b u i l d i n g s was the 
commission hardware firm of Henry Keidel and Company. Tyler and Bro thers Bakery 
b u i l t 410-418 West Redwood S t r e e t . They manufacturer cakes and c r a c k e r s and 
shipped t h e i r p roduc t s throughout the south and A t l a n t i c Coas t . 

Ci ty d i r e c t o r i e s r evea l important i n d u s t r i e s in t h i s d i s t r i c t throughout 
t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . J . Schoenman and Company and L. Greif and Company a r e 
among the more important t w e n t i e t h cen tury garment manufac tu re r s t h a t occupied 
bu i ld ings in t h i s a r e a . 

The i n d i v i d u a l s t h a t r an t h e s e f i rms played an important r o l e in i n d u s t r i a l 
development in Bal t imore and were among the c i v i c and bus ines s l e a d e r s in 
Bal t imore. Frank J . Suplee, t he P re s iden t of Chesapeake S h i r t Company was a 
Ci ty Councilman and a d i r e c t o r of t h e B & 0 R a i l r o a d . James E. Tyler of t h e 
Tyler Bakery was t h e p re s iden t of the West V i r g i n i a r a i l r o a d l i n e . Leopold 
Strouse of t h e St rouse Bro the r s , c l o t h i e r s , was an important p h i l a n t h r o p i s t in 
the Jewish Community who donated an e x c e l l e n t c o l l e c t i o n of Hebrew Books and 
manuscr ip ts t o t h e Johns Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y . P h i l l i p Hamburger of Hamburger 
Brothers was a d i r e c t o r of the Nat ional Exchange Bank. 

See Cont inua t ion Sheet No. 8 
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HISTORY AND SUPPORT ( c o n t i n u e d ) 

The L o f t H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t N o r t h a r e a s t i l l r e t a i n s a few ga rmen t m a n u f a c t u r e r s , 
h u t many have l e f t t h i s a r e a f o r suburban s i t e s and o n e s t o r y l e v e l s t r u c t u r e s . 
The b u i l d i n g s a r e h i g h l y a d a p t a b l e f o r r e s i d e n t i a l and o f f i c e u s e s . The I n n e r 
Harbor L o f t s r e p r e s e n t s o n e s u c h c o n v e r s i o n and o t h e r p r o j e c t s a r e i n p l a n n i n g 
s t a g e s . N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r d e s i g n a t i o n f o r t h i s a r e a w i l l p r o v i d e needed t a x 
i n c e n t i v e s i n o r d e r t o make s u c h e f f o r t s e c o n o m i c a l l y f e a s i b l e and h e l p r e v i t a l i z e 
t h i s a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t a r e a a s h o r t w a l k from C h a r l e s C e n t e r and t h e 
I n n e r H a r b o r . 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n 

Beg inn ing on t h e n o r t h w e s t c o r n e r of Paca S t r e e t and C i d e r A l l e y ; 
t h e n c e n o r t h e r n l y on t h e w e s t s i d e of Paca S t r e e t t o i n t e r s e c t t h e s o u t h 

s i d e of Napo lean A l l e y ; 
t h e n c e e a s t e r n l y on t h e s o u t h s i d e of Napolean A l l e y t o i n t e r s e c t t h e e a s t e r n 

| . p r o p e r t y l i n e of t h e p r o p e r t y known a s 4 1 2 - 4 2 0 West Redwood S t r e e t ; 
t h e n c e s o u t h e r n l y on s a i d p r o p e r t y l i n e t o i n t e r s e c t t h e n o r t h s i d e of Redwood 

S t r e e t ; 
t h e n c e e a s t e r n l y on t h e n o r t h s i d e of Redwood S t r e e t t o i n t e r s e c t t h e w e s t s i d e 

of Eutaw S t r e e t ; 
t h e n c e n o r t h e r n l y on t h e wes t s i d e of Eutaw S t r e e t t o i n t e r s e c t t h e s o u t h s i d e 

of B a l t i m o r e S t r e e t ; 
t h e n c e e a s t e r n l y on t h e s o u t h s i d e of B a l t i m o r e S t r e e t t o i n t e r s e c t t o t h e e a s t e r n 

p r o p e r t y l i n e of t h e p r o p e r t y known a s 329-335 West B a l t i m o r e S t r e e t : 
t h e n c e s o u t h e r n l y t h e s a i d p r o p e r t y l i n e t o i n t e r s e c t t h e s o u t h s i d e of Redwood 

S t r e e t ; 
t h e n c e w e s t e r n l y on t h e s o u t h s i d e of Redwood S t r e e t t o i n t e r s e c t t h e e a s t 

s i d e of Eutaw S t r e e t ; 
t h e n c e s o u t h e r n l y on t h e e a s t s i d e of Eutaw S t r e e t t o i n t e r s e c t t h e s o u t h s i d e 

of C i d e r A l l e y ; 
Thence w e s t e r n l y on t h e s o u t h s i d e of C i d e r A l l e y t o i n t e r s e c t t h e e a s t e r n p r o p e r t y 

l i n e of t h e p r o p e r t y known a s 408 -412 West Lombard S t r e e t ; 
t h e n c e s o u t h e r n l y on s a i d p r o p e r t y t o i n t e r s e c t t h e n o r t h s i d e of West Lombard 

S t r e e t ; 
t h e n c e w e s t e r n l y on t h e n o r t h s i d e of West Lombard S t r e e t t o i n t e r s e c t t h e r e a r 

w e s t e r n p r o p e r t y l i n e s of t h e p r o p e r t i e s known a s 3 2 - 4 2 S o u t h P a c a S t r e e t , 
t h e n c e n o r t h e r n l y on s a i d p r o p e r t y l i n e s t o i n t e r s e c t t h e n o r t h s i d e of C i d e r 

A l l e y ; 
t h e n c e e a s t e r n l y on t h e n o r t h s i d e of C i d e r A l l e y t o t h e p l a c e of t h e b e g i n n i n g . 
A d d r e s s L i s t 

3 2 9 - 3 3 5 W. B a l t i m o r e S t r e e t 32 -42 S. Paca S t r e e t 
8 -20 S. Eutaw S t r e e t 412-424 and 4 0 1 - 4 2 1 W. Redwood S t r e e t 
4 0 8 - 4 2 0 W. Lombard S t r e e t 

See C o n t i n u a t i o n Shee t No. 9 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA (cont inued) 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n : 

The boundar ies of the Loft H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t North and South were t i g h t l y 
confined to i nc lude a p a r t i c u l a r type of s t r u c t u r e t ha t s u r v i v e s in what was 
once the i n d u s t r i a l c e n t e r and garment d i s t r i c t for downtown Ba l t imore . The 
major i ty of t h e b u i l d i n g s in t h e s e d i s t r i c t s can be ca t egor i zed by s i z e , 
m a t e r i a l s , h e i g h t , d a t e , a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l e and o r i g i n a l u s e a g e , a s f o l l ows : 

S ize : These b u i l d i n g s a r e b u i l t on l a r g e l o t s , g e n e r a l l y over f i f t y f e e t wide, 
an i n d i c a t i o n of t h e s i z e of i n d u s t r i e s t h a t o r i g i n a l l y occupied them. 
They a r e no t outgrowths of sma l l e r , o lde r s t r u c t u r e s . Most of them r e q u i r e d 
the combination of smaller l o t s in order to bui ld f a c t o r i e s of t h i s s i z e . 

M a t e r i a l s : The b u i l d i n g s have b r i c k facades (p r imar i l y red b r i c k , but tan or 
buff b r i c k i s a l s o s e e n ) . Cast i ron and s tone d e t a i l i n g i s u sed , but t h e 
d i s t r i c t s r e t a i n a s t rong b r i c k c h a r a c t e r . The c o n s t r u c t i o n m a t e r i a l s a r e 
d i f f e r e n t from t h e c a s t i ron facades of o t h e r , e a r l y i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g s 

s in the v i c i n i t y . 

Height: The b u i l d i n g s a r e g e n e r a l l y from f i v e to seven s t o r i e s h i g h . They 
a r e d i s t i n c t i v e from the smaller commercial s t r u c t u r e s on Bal t imore S t r e e t 
and o the r ad jacen t a r e a s . 

Date : Most of t h e b u i l d i n g s d a t e from 1880 to 1910. They r e p r e s e n t a break 
from e a r l i e r na r rower , l o f t type facades t h a t were o f t en b u i l t wi th c a s t 
i ron f a c a d e s . The Abell Bui lding which was b u i l t c . 1875 i s t h e e a r l i e s t 
of t h i s type of s t r u c t u r e . 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l S t y l e : Most of the bu i ld ings have V i c t o r i a n , Romanesque or 
ea r ly modern i n d u s t r i a l a r c h i t e c t u r a l s t y l i n g wi th some Neo-C la s s i ca l 
d e t a i l s . They d i f f e r from some of the e a r l i e r i n d u s t r i a l b u i l d i n g s which 
have Queen Anne d e t a i l i n g , t h e I t a l i a n Rennaissance s t y l i n g of c a s t i r on 
s t r u c t u r e s or a r e enlargements of t r a d i t i o n a l Bal t imore rowhouses or 
s t o r e f r o n t s . 

Or ig ina l Use: Al l of the bu i l d ings (except for the former l i v e r y s t a b l e a t 
518-524) were b u i l t for i n d u s t r i a l u s e s . Most housed a s i n g l e or many 

- garment i n d u s t r i e s . They d i f f e r from t h e smal ler commercial b u i l d i n g s 
t h a t were used fo r r e t a i l i n g a s well a s i n d u s t r i a l u s e a g e . 

The U n i v e r s i t y of Maryland bu i ld ings p rov ide a sharp boundary t o t h e 
d i s t r i c t s on the wes t . Both new and o l d , t h e s e bu i l d ings d i f f e r in s t y l e , 
s i z e , he ight and u s e from the Loft D i s t r i c t . The b u i l d i n g s i n t h e 400 b lock 
of West Balt imore S t r e e t a r e g e n e r a l l y smaller commercial s t r u c t u r e s . Some 
have cas t i ron f r o n t s . The bu i ld ings in t h e 300 block of West Ba l t imore S t r e e t 
a r e p r imar i l y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of e a r l i e r , narrow l o f t s , vacan t l o t s and parking 
s t r u c t u r e s . A few b u i l d i n g s in t h e 400 block of West Redwood S t r e e t were 
excluded s ince they were of smaller he ight and s t y l i s t i c a l l y d i f f e r e n t from t h e 

See Continuat ion Sheet No. 10 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA (cont inued) 

Loft H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t North b u i l d i n g s . The bu i ld ings in t h e 300 block of 
West Redwood S t r e e t inc lude t h e r e a r s of bu i ld ings t h a t f ron t on Bal t imore 
S t r e e t and a v a r i e t y of smaller commercial b u i l d i n g s , vacant l o t s and parking 
g a r a g e s . The groupings of b u i l d i n g s a t t h e nor thwest co rne r of Lombard and 
Eutaw S t r e e t s a r e smal ler commercial b u i l d i n g s t h a t f r o n t on both s t r e e t s . 
Across Eutaw S t r e e t i s a new f i r ehouse arid h i s t o r i c Bromo S e l t z e r Tower. Oppos i t e 
Lombard S t r e e t i s t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n s i t e of a new h o t e l t h a t i s a p a r t of t h e 
newly developing h o t e l row t h a t w i l l inc lude a Howard Johnsons , Days Inn and 
Holiday Inn . The 500 block of West Lombard S t r e e t i n c l u d e s some U n i v e r s i t y 
b u i l d i n g s , an e a r l y r e s i d e n c e , two smal ler i n d u s t r i a l s t r u c t u r e s and a s i n g l e 
l a r g e , b r i ck v e r t i c a l manufactory. This bu i ld ing a t 509 West Lombard S t r e e t i s 
s imi l a r to t h e l o f t s t r u c t u r e s , but was excluded because i t i s i s o l a t e d from 
o ther l o f t b u i l d i n g s , and l a c k s the s t r e e t s c a p e i n d u s t r i a l c h a r a c t e r of Paca, 
Redwood and P r a t t S t r e e t s . C lea r ly t h i s bu i ld ing and o t h e r l o f t type s t r u c t u r e s 
in the immediate v i c i n i t y , i n c l u d i n g t h e Johnston and Rombro b u i l d i n g s on Howard 
Street , a r e Na t iona l Reg i s t e r e l i g i b l e e i t h e r i n d i v i d u a l l y or as a p a r t of a 
themat ic l o f t a r e a . They a r e however, i s o l a t e d from t h e Loft H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t s 
North and South and l a c k t h e i r s t r e e t s c a p e s , cohes iveness and c h a r a c t e r of a 
d i s t r i c t s . D i r e c t l y ea s t and south of the the Greenehouse complex i s a one 
s t o ry a u t o - o r i e n t e d use and smaller commercial b u i l d i n g s . 

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES: 

Blum, Ksadore. The Jews of Ba l t imore . (Bal t imore : H i s t o r i c a l Review 
Publ i sh ing Company), 1910. 

Englehard t , George. Bal t imore C i ty : The Book of I t s Board of Trade, 1895. 

Walsh, Richard and William Lloyd Fox, e d s . Maryland: A His to ry 1632-1974. 
Bal t imore : Maryland H i s t o r i c a l Soc i e ty , 1974, pp . 408-431 . 



9. Major Bibl iographical Re fe renced B-4093 

See Cont inuat ion Sheet No. 10. 

10, Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3 acres 

Quadrangle name B a l t i m o r e E a s t , Mary land Quadrangle scale _ i i 2 4 0 0 0 _ _ 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

See Continuat ion Sheets No. 8, 9 and 10. 
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

• ,* national state g local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation an6f Recreation Service. 
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Davidge Hall - 522 West Lombard Street 

THE LOFT HISTORIC DISTRICT 

The Loft District Urban Renewal Area contains the greatest 
concentration of warehouses, lofts, and vertical manufactor­
ies, of the period 1850-1910, in the entire State. They are 
vitally linked to the importance of Baltimore as a major 
clothing, pharmaceuticals, and tobacco products manufacturing 
center during that time. The buildings outline the stylistic 
history of commercial building in Baltimore, and trace the 
origins of modern architecture in capsule form. 

The eleven buildings currently proposed for historic desig­
nation are envisioned as the core of an expandable historic 
district. They include several of the oldest structures of 
the University of Maryland, six loft structures, and a former 
town house which has been converted to office/clinical use. 

Once the area receives historic district designation, all 
exterior changes proposed to the buildings must be reviewed 
by the Commission for Historic and Architectural Preservation 
(C.H.A.P.). C.H.A.P. does not initiate changes to buildings. 
Owners of income producing properties within the historic 
district would be eligible to take advantage of an accelerated 
depreciation on improvements made to their building, on both 



The buildings recommended for inclusion in the Loft Historic 
District are: B-4093 

1. University of Maryland Department of Preventive Medicine, 
31 S. Greene Street. 

Built as the Dental and Pharmaceutical Building in 
1904, this neo-classical brick structure was erected 
during the University's first major building program, 
to replace an earlier structure. 

2. Davidge Hall, 522 W. Lombard Street. 
Davidge Hall was originally the Main facility of the 
University's Medical School, and is the oldest structure 
in the nation in continuous use for medical education. 
Robert Cary Long, Sr. was the architect of the structure, 
which was erected in 1812 and modelled after the Pantheon. 
It is currently listed as a City of Baltimore Landmark 
and is on the National Register of Historic Places. 

3. Practice Hall, 520 W. Lombard Street. 
Originally built in 1821 as student laboratories and 
an anatomical museum, the building was partially rebuilt 
in 1893. 

4. University College, 520 W. Lombard Street. 
In 1884 a new building was erected to house the Law School 
on the University campus. The one story rear wing, 

University College - 520 West Lombard Street 



B-4093 
originally the library, is all that remains of the 1884 
structure. In 1907 the front portion was replaced with 
the present neo-classical building to better conform 
with the University's new hospital and Dental and Phar­
maceutical Building. 

5. The Heiser Building, 32-34 S. Paca Street. 
B u i l t a s a shoe f a c t o r y f o r C h a r l e s H e i s e r i n 1886, t h i s 
b u i l d i n g soon became h e a d q u a r t e r s f o r I s a a c F r i e d e n w a l d 
and Company, L i t h o g r a p h e r s of r e g i o n a l i m p o r t a n c e . About 
1905 t h e s t r u c t u r e became p a r t of t h e t h r e e - b u i l d i n g complex 
of E. Rosen fe ld and Company, c l o t h i n g m a n u f a c t u r e r s . Many 
of R o s e n f e l d ' s p a i n t e d a d v e r t i s e m e n t s r emain on t h e e x t e r i o r 
w a l l s of a l l t h r e e b u i l d i n g s . 

The Heiser Building - 32-34 South Paca Street 



6. The Rosenfeld Building, 36-38 S. Paca Street. B-4093 
This aggressively distorted Beaux Arts loft was built in 
1905 for E. Rosenfeld and Company. It is among the earliest 
structures in Baltimore to have utilized reinforced concrete 
construction, and was designed by the firm of Parker and 
Thomas, architects of the Belvedere Hotel. 

7. The Strauss Building, 40-42 S. Paca Street. 
Built in 1887 on the site of the early nineteenth-century 
Paca Street Christian Church and Burial Ground, this 
building was originally used by the Kinney Tobacco Company, 
cigarette manufacturers. Later occupied by the Strauss 
Brothers, clothing manufacturers, about 1905 i t became 
part of the Rosenfeld complex. It is an excellent example 
of late Victorian styling executed in brick, terra cotta 
and cast iron. 

8. Resinol Chemical Company, 517 W. Lombard Street. 
This structure is one of the only buildings in the Loft 
District Renewal Area to have been built (1902) and 



B-4093 
occupied (through 1977) by the original firm, a producer 
of pharmaceutical specialties. Its facade remains in excel­
lent and thoroughly original condition, which makes it 
unique among Baltimore buildings of this age and type. 

9. Virginia Peanut Company, 515 W. Lombard Street. 
This brick loft was erected in 1905 as a cloth shrinking 
plant. It is in largely original condition, and is currently 
occupied by one of Baltimore's largest candy manufacturers. 

10.University Hospital Blood Donor Center, 513 W. Lombard Street. 
This block of Lombard Street once contained the residences 

University of Maryland Blood Donor Center - 513 West Lombard Street 



B-4093 
of several prosperous Loft District merchants as late 
as the 1890's. This structure, built c. 1840, was 
originally the residence of Elias Shaw, flour merchant. 
In about 1870, the third floor and the elaborate cornice 

and doorway were added. I t i s an extremely ra re survivor 
in the Central Business District. 

11.University of Maryland Bookstore, 509-511 W. Lombard S t ree t . 
This exceptionally handsome lof t s t ruc tu re with Roman­
esque d e t a i l i n g , f i r s t floor iron front , and t e r r a cot ta 
ornaments was b u i l t in 1893 as the home of Burrough Brothers 
and Company, chemical manufacturers. I t was thoroughly 
renovated in 1971 for the use of the University of Maryland. 


































































































